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ADDRESS BY THE PREMIER OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , HON. D . A . DUN5TAN, Q . C . . M . P , 
AT THE S E B E L DE5 IGN AWARD E X H I B I T I O N . 
T u e s d a y , 1 1 t h M a y , 1 9 7 1 . 
MR. NEWMAN, 
MR. S E B E L , 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D GUESTS , 
L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN; 
IT G I V E S ME GREAT PLEASURE TO BE ABLE TO SPEAK TODAY AT THE 
OPENING OF THE S E B E L DES IGN AWARD E X H I B I T I O N . 
IT I S THE THIRD AWARD E X H I B I T I O N , AND AS SUCH (REMEMBERING 
PAST WINNERS AND E X H I B I T S ) IT I N D I C A T E S THAT THE N E C E S S I T Y 
FOR GOOD DESIGN IS BE ING RECOGNISED AMONG A GROWING NUMBER OF 
A U S T R A L I A N MANUFACTURERS . 
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I HOPE TH IS WI L L BE A CONTINUING AND DYNAMIC P R O C E S S , 
E F F E C T I V E I N D U S T R I A L DESIGN HAS TWO MAIN VALUES TO A SOC IETY 
SUCH AS OURS - IT R E F L E C T S CONTEMPORARY AND S A T I S F Y I N G A E S T H E T I C 
IDEAS - AND I T I S AN IMMEDIATE A ID TO E F F I C I E N C Y IN I N D U S T R I A L 
PRODUCTION . 
AS MOST OF YOU WOULD KNOW, THE STATE GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A 
HAS DEMONSTRATED T H I S F I N A N C I A L YEAR I TS INTENT ION TO A S S I S T 
IN S I G N I F I C A N T L Y R A I S I N G I N D U S T R I A L DES IGN STANDARDS IN TH IS S T A T E . 
OUR GRANT TO THE I N D U S T R I A L DES IGN COUNCIL HERE WAS AN INSTANCE 
OF TH IS P O L I C Y . I T HAS BEEN R A I S E D FROM $ 4 , 0 0 0 TO $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , AND 
TH IS WAS, I B E L I E V E , A S I G N I F I C A N T I N D I C A T I O N OF STATE SUPPORT 
FOR THE C O U N C I L . 
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I T HAS ENABLED AN IDCA SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N F I E L D TEAM TO BE E S T A B L I S H E D 
WHICH NOW WORKS VERY CLOSELY WITH MANUFACTURERS IN G I V I N G DOWN TO 
EARTH PRODUCT DES IGN AND DEVELOPMENT G U I D E L I N E S . THE S E R V I C E I S 
DESIGNED FOR THE SMALLER MANUFACTURER AND I S A V A I L A B L E FREE OF 
CHARGE . A L L THAT I S NECESSARY TO OBTAIN THE FULL RESOURCES OF THE 
F I E L D TEAM IS A PHONE C A L L . 
IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A THERE I S NO REASON WHY, FOR I N S T A N C E , A C H A I R , 
B O T T L E , FORK , OR T E L E V I S I O N S E T , SHOULD BE ANY L E S S WELL DESIGNED 
THAN S I M I L A R OB JECTS MADE IN S C A N D I N A V I A , WEST GERMANY, I T A L Y OR 
J A P A N . 
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IN F A C T , IT I S ABSOLUTELY E S S E N T I A L THAT THEY BE AS WELL D E S I G N E D . 
I F WE ARE TO TAKE OUR PLACE IN OUR REGION AS A S O P H I S T I C A T E D 
MANUFACTURING EXPORT ING COMMUNITY, THE OLD A U S T R A L I A N APPROACH 
TO DES IGN OF " S H E ' L L BE R I G H T " OR " S H E ' L L DO" S I M P L Y WON'T BE 
R I G H T , C A N ' T BE R I G H T , AND WILL NEVER DO. 
AS I HAVE MENTIONED E A R L I E R , I SEE GOOD D E S I G N , AND GOOD I N D U S T R I A L 
DES IGN IN P A R T I C U L A R , AS F U L F I L L I N G A DOUBLE A E S T H E T I C AND PRODUCTIVE 
F U N C T I O N . BUT I SEPARATE THE TWO Q U A L I T I E S PURELY ON V I S U A L L I N E S , 
BECAUSE NO MATTER HOW E F F E C T I V E L Y DESIGNED AND FUNCT IONALLY CLEAN THE 
BACK OF A T E L E V I S I O N SET I S , IT DOES NOT MAKE A S I G N I F I C A N T 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE V I S U A L ENVIRONMENTS WE L I V E I N . 
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HOWEVER, K N I V E S , F O R K S , B O T T L E S , CARS AND HOUSES DO. 
THEY HAVE A CLEAR E F F E C T ON THE V I S U A L QUAL ITY OF OUR 
C I V I L I S A T I O N IN THE SAME WAY AS THE GOOD DES IGN OF A MANUFACTURING 
MACHINE HAS AN E F F E C T ON THE E F F I C I E N C Y , PRODUCT IVENESS AND 
T E C H N I C A L COMPETENCE OF OUR I N D U S T R I E S . THEY ARE TWO PARTS 
OF A WHOLE, AND PROBABLY C A N ' T OR SHOULDN 'T BE S E P A R A T E D . 
AND YET I T IS P O S S I B L E TO DO S O . THE AVERAGE J A P A N E S E M I D D L E -
C LASS PERSON L I V E S AT HOME IN AN E X C E L L E N T L Y DES IGNED DOMESTIC 
ENVIRONMENT. BUT OUTSIDE H I S DOOR, THE MOST CRASS DES IGN M ISTAKES 
OF A S U P E R - I N D U S T R I A L STATE ARE EV IDENT - SMOG, P O L L U T I O N , 
TANGLES OF GREY FREEWAYS , MONOL ITH ICALLY ANONYMOUS FACTOR IES AND 
O F F I C E S , CLOTTED MACHINERY , AND AN ASPECT OF V I S U A L D E S P A I R . 
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AS A CONSEQUENCE, IT I S E S S E N T I A L THAT WE LEARN FROM SUCH M I S T A K E S . 
AND THEY OCCUR NOT ONLY IN J A P A N , BUT ALSO WHEREVER TECHNOCRATIC 
MAN HAS DECIDED THAT PRODUCTIVENESS I S A L L - IN THE GERMAN RUHR, 
IN THE B R I T I S H MIDLANDS , IN P E N N S Y L V A N I A , NEW YORK S T A T E , D E T R O I T , 
AND IN A U S T R A L I A . 
THEY OCCUR WHEREVER PLANNING AND DES IGN IGNORE HUMAN VALUES THAT 
ARE SCALED TO THE S I Z E OF MAN, AND REPLACE THEM WITH THE VALUES 
SCALED TO THE HEIGHT OF BLAST F U R N A C E S . 
I N D U S T R I A L D E S I G N , TO ME, MEANS FAR MORE THAN JUST A P LEASANTLY 
FORMED K N I F E , A COMFORTABLE C H A I R , A CLEAN PACK ING C A S E , OR AN 
E F F I C I E N T D I SPENSER OF T I S S U E P A P E R . IT IS A QUAL ITY OF C I V I L I S A T I O N . 
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THE PRODUCTS OF THE DES IGN (OR CRAFT ) I N D U S T R I E S O F , FOR I N S T A N C E , 
ANC IENT GREECE OR ANT IOCH , B Y Z A N T I N E - C O N S T A N T I N O P L E OR ROME, 
THE MED IEVAL GUILDS OF ENGLAND, OR RENA ISSANCE FLORE.NCE, EXPRESSED 
THE QUAL ITY OF C I V I L I Z E D L I F E IN THOSE P LACES AND THOSE T I M E S . 
THE ARTEFACTS IN COMMON USE THEN NOW STAND ALONGSIDE THEIR 
COMPLEMENTARY WORKS OF ART , BOOKS OR PARCHMENTS , AND P O L I T I C A L I D E A S . 
WE SEE THEM AS PARTS OF A C I V I L I S E D WHOLE. 
SO IS IT WITH US TODAY. AND WE HAVE A CURIOUS S I T U A T I O N . WE ARE ONE 
OF THE LAST F U L L Y I N D U S T R I A L I S E D COUNTRIES WHICH HAS NOT COME TO G R I P S 
WITH THE K INDS OF DES IGN E X P E R T I S E NEEDED TO MAKE MASS-PRODUCED PRODUCTS 
A T T R A C T I V E AND THUS E F F I C I E N T (OR TO PUT IT ANOTHER WAY, A E S T H E T I C A L L Y 
FUNCTIONAL AND THUS A T T R A C T I V E ) . 
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WE HAVE A C I V I L I S A T I O N WHICH HAS A MEASURE OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E N E S S 
B U I L T INTO I T , SOME GOOD WRITERS , AND A F A I R L Y HEALTHY AND ROBUST 
NATIONAL S P I R I T . 
BUT MOST OF OUR PEOPLE L I V E IN BADLY DESIGNED HOUSES , WITH 
I N E F F I C I E N T A P P L I A N C E S , AND ARE SUB JECTED TO V I S U A L ENVIRONMENT 
VALUES THAT WILL ONE DAY BE CONSIDERED B A R B A R I C . ONLY A FEW PEOPLE 
CAN AFFORD WHAT COULD BE CONSIDERED 'GOOD D E S I G N ' IN THEIR DOMESTIC 
ENV IRONMENTS . ONLY A FEW CAN AFFORD GARDENS B I G ENOUGH TO BLOCK 
OUT THE HORRORS O U T S I D E . 
I SEE ' D E S I G N ' AS A WORD WHICH CAN DENOTE A E S T H E T I C QUAL ITY 
AND I N D U S T R I A L P R O F I C I E N C Y FOR A L L THE ARTEFACTS OF A C I V I L I S A T I O N -
FROM THE TOOTHPICK TO THE O F F I C E B L O C K . AND I SEE ' I N D U S T R I A L 
D E S I G N ' AS A COMPOUND WHICH SHOULD DENOTE THE A E S T H E T I C QUAL ITY 
OF THE COMPONENTS WHICH GO TO MAKE UP STRUCTURAL WHOLES. 
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THUS , IN GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A WE ARE CONCERNED TO SEE 
THAT ALL PEOPLE ARE ABLE TO BUY WELL DESIGNED DOMESTIC A R T I C L E S ; 
THAT OUR MANUFACTURERS ARE ABLE TO S E L L WELL DES IGNED PRODUCTS; 
AND THAT OUR C I T I E S AND TOWNS ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE C I T I Z E N S WITH 
ENVIRONMENTS AND L I V I N G SPACES THAT COMBINE E F F I C I E N C Y WITH V I S U A L 
D E L I G H T . 
THEREFORE I DO NOT B E L I E V E THAT TO TURN B R I E F L Y FROM THE 
I N D I V I D U A L PRODUCTS OF I N D U S T R I A L DES IGN TO THE DES IGN OF URBAN 
ENVIRONMENTS I S E N T I R E L Y I N A P P R O P R I A T E TH IS E V E N I N G . 
WE STAND AT THE MOMENT IN A F A I R L Y WELL DESIGNED (OR L A I D OUT) 
ROOM IN A STATE GOVERNMENT O F F I C E BLOCK IN RUNDLE S T R E E T . 
THE O F F I C E BLOCK HAS BEEN IN I TS TIME A HOTEL AND A DEPARTMENT S T O R E . 
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WE A R E , IN F A C T , IN PART OF THE 'DEAD H E A R T ' OF A D E L A I D E . WE ARE 
PART OF THE HOLE OF THE C I TY DOUGHNUT. FROM TH IS GENERAL AREA , 
AT T H I S MOMENT, ABOUT A HUNDRED THOUSAND PEOPLE ARE COMMUTING, 
SOME BY P U B L I C TRANSPORT , MOST BY P R I V A T E C A R . MANY OF THOSE 
COMMUTERS WIL L NOT REACH HOME FOR ANOTHER THREE -QUARTERS OF AN HOUR. 
AND IN THE C I T Y , APART FROM A SCATTER ING OF D I N E R S , THEATRE GOERS, 
STUDENTS , LATE WORKERS, AND T R I P P E R S , . THE P LACE IS DEAD . 
NOW THAT I S NOT WHAT THE CENTRE OF A C I T Y SHOULD BE.. ACRES AND ACRES 
OF CLEARED LAND SHOULD NOT BE G IVEN OVER TO PARKED MOTOR CARS BY 
DAY AND CATS BY N I G H T . A C I TY SHOULD BE A L I V I N G E N T I T Y IN WHICH 
PEOPLE L I V E , WORK AND PLAY . . IT SH0ULI1 BE THE HEART OF THE METROPOL ITAN 
AREA AND A HEART THAT I S YOUNG,. AND FULL NOT WITHERED AND DRY.. 
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AND ONE OF THE MATTERS AT THE MOMENT G I V I N G ME MOST CONCERN AS 
HOUSING M I N I S T E R AND M IN ISTER OF DEVELOPMENT I S THE QUESTION 
OF SUCH INNER C I T Y AREAS - NOT ONLY A D E L A I D E , BUT AREAS ON OTHER 
S I D E S OF THE P A R K L A N D S . 
AND SO THERE I S A TWO FOLD TASK HERE , NOT ONLY FOR THE STATE 
GOVERNMENT.AND THE A P P R O P R I A T E LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, BUT ALSO FOR 
DE5 IGN I N D U S T R I E S . THE DES IGN ING AND MANUFACTURING OF E F F I C I E N T 
AND MASS PRODUCED B U I L D I N G COMPONENTS COULD GREATLY A S S I S T IN 
PROV ID ING UNIT COSTS OF A S U F F I C I E N T L Y LOW L E V E L TO MAKE 
REDEVELOPMENT HOUSING IN THE INNER C I T Y AREAS MORE ECONOMICALLY 
WITHIN THE RANGE OF PRESENT F I N A N C E S . IN A U S T R A L I A , THE 
TECHNIQUES BY WHICH HOUSES ARE B U I L T ARE S T I L L BY AND LARGE WHAT 
THEY WERE A CENTURY AGO. 
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MASS PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES COULD CHANGE THAT OVERNIGHT , 
PROV ID ING THE RIGHT D E S I G N S , THE RIGHT E X P E R T I S E , AND THE 
RIGHT MEASURES OF IMAGINAT ION ARE BROUGHT INTO P L A Y . 
AS I HAVE S A I D E A R L I E R , DES IGN R E F L E C T S THE QUAL ITY OF OUR 
C I V I L I S A T I O N , WHETHER TH IS I S EXPRESSED BY AN AGGREGATE SECT ION 
FOR AN O F F I C E B L O C K , THE SHAPE OF A PR INTED C I R C U I T , OR THE 
CONTOUR OF A P L A S T I C ASHTRAY , DOES NOT MATTER . WE MUST 
THEREFORE APPLAUD SUCH ORGANISAT IONS AS SEBEL L I M I T E D IN PROJECT ING 
SUCH CONCEPTS IN A U S T R A L I A . 
AND I THEREFORE HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN DECLAR ING TH IS E X H I B I T I O N 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
